
  
1. CALL TO ORDER
  
2. ROLL CALL
  
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   
 3.A Approve minutes - June 16, 2022 regular meeting minutes
 UAC Minutes 6-16-22.docx
  
4. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  Consent items have been distributed to committee

members in advance for study and will be enacted by one motion. If separate discussion
is desired on an item, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on
the Regular Agenda at the request of a committee member or at the request of a member
of the public with concurrence of a committee member.

   
 4.A WWTF Roof and HVAC Replacement Project Acceptance
   
 4.B City Obligation for Kachess Dam Safety Modifications
 Kachess Dam Safety Repayment Contract.pdf
  
5. CORRESPONDENCE AND CITIZEN COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  Time is

set aside each meeting to allow citizens to address the Utility Advisory Committee on city
utility issues that are not on the agenda. Please limit remarks to three minutes. The
Committee will not take action when the issue is first raised, but may place the issue on a
future agenda. Citizen comment on items on the agenda is also welcome. Please let the
chair know you wish to speak and then wait to be recognized.

   
 5.A M. Anderson Letter
 June UAC Response 2.pdf
   
 5.B M. Ludlum Letter
 Letter to Ellensburg July 2022.docx
  
6. TELECOMMUNICATIONS UTILITY DISCUSSION ITEMS
   
 6.A Telecommunications Issues and Updates 
 UAC July 2022 - Telecom Issues & Updates updated.docx
  
7. ELECTRIC, NATURAL GAS, WATER, WASTEWATER, STORMWATER UTILITY

DISCUSSION ITEMS
   
 7.A Water, Wastewater, Electric, & Natural Gas Rate Study

CITY OF ELLENSBURG
AGENDA

Council Chambers 
Thursday, July 21, 2022

  3:30 PM - Utility Advisory Committee

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84525239515
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1461699/UAC_Minutes_6-16-22.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/ellensburg/9da2e8a4851074896f3109e8d34767b50.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/ellensburg/2906e425e72d6e82c8de3ded707918dc0.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1461285/Kachess_Dam_Safety_Repayment_Contract.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1461715/June_UAC_Response_2.pdf
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https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/ellensburg/51948124f4c6a0a85edddee63563ff7d0.pdf


  
8. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
   
 8.A Public Works & Utilities Issues and Updates
 UAC July 2022 Public Works & Utilities Issues Update.docx
  
9. NEXT MEETING
   
 9.A August 18, 2022 at 3:30 pm
  
10. ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF ELLENSBURG Utility Advisory Committee
Date of Meeting June 16, 2022
Time of Meeting 3:30 PM

Place of Meeting Council Chambers

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Goodloe called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm.

2. ROLL CALL
Members present: Nancy Goodloe, Chair; Ed Barry, Vice Chair; Nancy Lillquist, City Council; 
Nate Sitton, City Utility Customer; Shane Scott, CWU; Bryan Clark, KITTCOM. Jim Goeben, 
Telecom Customer.

Also present: Ryan Lyyski, Public Works & Utilities Director; Darren Larsen, Assistant Utilities 
Director; Kim Bowie, Operations Analyst; Darin Yusi, Gas Engineer; Terry Weiner, City 
Attorney; Buddy Stanavich, Power & Gas Manager; Ben Faubion, IT, Heidi Behrends Cerniwey, 
City Manager; Jon Morrow, Stormwater Manager; Derek Mayo, Engineering Services Manager; 
Julie Coppock, Rate Analyst.

One member of the public and others present remotely via Zoom.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.A. Approve minutes - May 19, 2022 regular meeting minutes

Committee member Barry moved to approve the minutes. Motion approved. 6-0

4. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

No items.

5. CORRESPONDENCE AND CITIZEN COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Fred Padjen requested utility staff seek to use methane recovery fuel created by the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant onsite instead of putting it into the gas distribution network. 

6. TELECOMMUNICATIONS UTILITY DISCUSSION ITEMS 

6.A. Telecommunications Issues and Updates

Ben Faubion gave an update on telecommunications.

6.B. Ellensburg Broadband Mapping and Strategic Plan
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Nancy Lillquist moved to forward a favorable recommendation to City Council to accept the
Ellensburg Broadband Mapping and Strategic Plan and staff continue to evaluate the status of 
broadband development. Motion approved. 6-0

7. ELECTRIC, NATURAL GAS, WATER, WASTEWATER, STORMWATER 

UTILITY DISCUSSION ITEMS

7.A. Residential Natural Gas Extension Policy Review
Buddy Stanavich, Power & Gas Manager presented a timeline of the City of Ellensburg’s natural gas 
utility.

Shane Scott left the meeting at 4:45 pm

Nancy Lillquist moved to forward a favorable recommendation to City Council to rescind the ordinance
passed in 2014 that requires natural gas extension to new developments. Motion approved. 3-1
(Sitton opposed).

8. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

8.A. Public Works & Utilities Issues and Updates

Staff shared key points on departmental issues and updates.

9. NEXT MEETING

9.A. July 21, 2022 at 3:30 pm

10. ADJOURNMENT

With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned at 5:07 pm.

Kim Bowie 
Recording Secretary
Drafted: 6/17/2022
Approved:
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AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: July 21, 2022

Agenda Subject: WWTF Roof and HVAC Replacement Project Acceptance

Submitted by: Mike Helgeson Public Works & Utilities

Recommended Action or
Motion:

Staff is recommending that the UAC forward a favorable
recommendation to City Council to accept the WWTF Roof and
HVAC Replacement Project as complete.

Background/Summary:
Staff realized an imminent need for the replacement of the roof
of the administration building at the Wastewater Treatment
Facility (WWTF). Shortly thereafter, staff discovered that the
HVAC unit that provides temperature control for the laboratory,
which is inside the admin. building, is failing and is also in need
of replacement. Staff decided to go out to bid for both projects
in one bid call (#2021-09) because the HVAC unit is a rooftop
unit.

 

The City of Ellensburg solicited bids, (Bid Call #2021-09), with
bids being due July 1st, 2021. The City received one bid that
was deemed Non-Responsive due to errors made in the unit
pricing. Because no bids were received, staff was able to
negotiate a contract with MBI Construction Services to
complete the work as outlined in Bid Call #2021-09.
 
The work on the Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) Roof
and HVAC Replacement Project is complete. City staff are
recommending the Utility Advisory Committee forward a
favorable recommendation to City Council to accept Project #
21-066 & 21-067 as complete.
 

Previous Council Action:
At the July 19, 2021 City Council meeting, pursuant to RCW
35.23.352(1), Council adopted Resolution 2021-22, rejecting
the single bid for Bid Call #2021-09.
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At the August 16, 2021 City Council Meeting, Council approved
the award of the contract to MBI Construction Services Inc. for
the WWTF Roof and HVAC Replacement Project. (Project #
21-066 & 21-067)

Analysis:
Staff drafted a Memo of Understanding with MBI to signify that
the work would be completed as outlined in Bid Call #2021-09.
The contract that was awarded to MBI by City Council was for
$160,981.45. Three change orders were executed with MBI
during the project:

1. Due to long and unanticipated lead times that would have
made it impossible to complete the roof before winter. An
alternate supplier of roofing material was used with a
significantly shorter lead time, but at a higher price.

2. Due to the discovery of dry rot on the pedestal supporting
the exhaust fan for the Laboratory, a change order was
executed to remove the fan, rebuild the curb, and re-
install the fan.

3. Due to a mistake made by the supplier of the HVAC unit,
alterations needed to be made in the wiring to
incorporate the new unit. All costs associated with this
change order were incurred by MBI and the supplier of
the unit and no costs to the City.

 

The increase to the contract due to these change orders was
$9,749.00 for a total contract amount of $170,730.45.

Financial Impact:
There was $60,000 budgeted in 2022 for the WWTF Admin
Building Roof Project. Staff requested to move that amount into
the 2021 budget with a supplemental appropriation of $34,000.
Staff also requested a supplemental appropriation of $68,000
for the replacement of the HVAC unit. Council approved these
requests in conjunction with the award of the contract at the
August 16, 2021 meeting.
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Staff requested and Council approved a carry forward in the
amount of $85,080.02 from 2021 to 2022 to pay the remainder
of the contract.
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AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: July 21, 2022

Agenda Subject: City Obligation for Kachess Dam Safety Modifications

Submitted by: Ryan Lyyski Public Works & Utilities

Recommended Action or
Motion:

Staff recommends the UAC forward a favorable
recommendation to City Council to sign the attached Pay as
you Go contract with Bureau of Reclamation for repairs at
Kachess Dam

Background/Summary: Part of the City's water portfolio includes a water right through
the United States Bureau of Reclamation.  Occasionally the
Bureau of Reclamation needs to make system improvements
on the Yakima River storage and conveyance system.  The
Bureau of Reclamation needs to make repairs on Kachess
Dam and has prepared the attached agreement for the City to
sign as the City's obligation on the project.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Analysis: The Bureau's work is schedule anticipates construction during
the years of 2023-2027.  The proposed repayment schedule is
estimated; however, and is subject to change.  The agreement
is set up so that the City will not be paying interest on the
construction as long as the City makes the annual payments.

Financial Impact: The City's portion of the work will be budgeted in upcoming
Water Division budgets.  These amounts have also been
included in the Cost of Service Analysis that has recently been
performed for the city.  The City's anticipated annual payments
are as follows:
 
September 1, 2023 $56,542
September 1, 2024 $92,524
September 1, 2025 $11,308
September 1, 2026 $5,997
September 1, 2027 $4,969
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Attachments:
Kachess Dam Safety Repayment Contract.pdf
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July 6, 2022

Hi Heidi and Nancy G and Nancy L:

Thank you for investigating the slide presented at the June 16, 2022 UAC meeting. I appreciate the 
opportunity to communicate with all of you. I still have issues with the slide as presented at the 
meeting.


You mention that the slide was not intended for efficiency evaluations, and yet Mr. Stanavich 
announced during this slide that “It (natural gas) is still showing as the cheapest option today”. Even 
though efficiencies weren’t the center piece of the analysis, I would offer this statement made as 
identifying the importance of the cost comparison. You can view the slide and comments on the 
zoom recording at about 57 minutes. 


In light of that statement, the slide and our discussion, I offer these further comments.


97% efficient gas furnace, 90% efficient gas furnace and 100% efficient electric appliance (furnace or 
baseboard) are all industry ratings for actual appliances.


150% for the heat pump is not an industry rating for an actual appliance. I understand, as you have 
explained, how staff arrived at this number as a percentage of cost. However, calling it “150% 
AFUE” implies this is another industry rating for an actual appliance, and it is not. Also, heat pumps 
generally don’t use the AFUE designation, but rather SEER (for air conditioning), HSPF (for heating), 
and COP (performance). I’ll use the Heating Seasonal Performance Factor (HSPF) in this discussion 
as well as the ‘seasonally adjusted’ Coefficient of Performance (COP) which is the efficiency %. The 
performance % is HSPF / 3.412 x10.


I have corresponded with the WSU Energy group on the Ellensburg slide with Carolyn Roos, who has 
a Ph. D. in systems science and mechanical engineering and 25 years of experience. I include part 
of her emails here:


“I would agree 150% is low for new heat pumps.  . . .Also, it is not uncommon for heat pumps to not 
be installed well, affecting its efficiency. So the BPA’s low assumption is likely to account for these 
factors.”

“An Energy Star heat pump has an HSPF of 8.2 which corresponds to a seasonal efficiency of 240%.  
This is averaged seasonally over the year.”

Here is the engineer contact information if you wish to verify and / or communicate with her:
Carolyn Roos, Ph.D. 
Energy Engineer 
Washington State University Energy Program 
www.energy.wsu.edu 
 
Residential Energy Code Hotline: 
(360)956-2042 
energycode@energy.wsu.edu

Low assumptions are not being used for the 90% and 97% gas furnaces, are they?  On the slide and 
announced by Mr. Stanavich, the basis used for the analyses are for a 1600 square foot structure and 
all other aspects being equal. . .except for the 150% AFUE heat pump. For that one item, staff are 

34

mailto:energycode@energy.wsu.edu


taking an estimate (as a cost reduction percentage) based on a summary conclusion by BPA. Then 
staff further imply, as described in your recent email, that local ‘data sets’ indicate heat pumps ‘don’t 
perform as expected’.

Installation assumptions aside (re Carolyn Roos suggested reasoning above), I really don’t think a 
casual assessment from BPA is accurate, given that these appliances have industry ratings.

Most heat pumps, adjusted for average seasonal performance, are 240% - 290%, and include ducted 
and ductless models. HSPF on these models range from 8.2-10. Of interest is that the first HSPF 
rating set by the US Dept of Energy in 1992 was 6.5, which correlates to a seasonally adjusted 
efficiency of 190%. So even 30 years ago, heat pumps minimum standards were well above 150%.

Natural gas furnaces can never be more than 99.9% efficient (under 100%), because of the physics 
of burning fuel. At 97% efficient, the gas furnace modeled in the slide is at the top of gas equipment 
available today. I wonder how many customers actually own a 97% efficient furnace?


When inserting a number for the heat pump just based on 25-40% less cost (rounded up to 50%), 
staff achieve results that aren’t accurate comparisons with the other equipment. Using consistent 
industry standard ratings and the same formulas throughout would be transparent. The 150% 
reduction number actually works out to be 1/3 (33%) cost reduction, not 1/2 (50%), because that 
math divides the electricity cost for the 100% electric appliance into thirds: 


$175.40 - $28 = $147.40 as actual electricity cost less the monthly service fee.

$147.40 / 1.5 (150% or ( / 3 X 2) = $98.26 + $28 = $126.26.


I do understand that each home is different, that is why the staff slide indicates a ‘model home’ of 
1600 square feet that is the same size, same insulation, same fenestrations, for the purposes of a 
‘standard’ analysis, which is what the WSU calculator does also.


The WSU calculator goes further than staff totals, I believe, as it also includes “Distribution 
Systems”. When using ducted systems, there is generally a loss of efficiency of about 25%.


Did staff deduct for the distribution losses associated with all natural gas furnaces? Did they use 
appropriate parameters for all comparisons (those requiring ducting and those not)? 

Continued on next page 
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Analysis 97% gas furnace vs 240% heat pump (both ducted):

In using a baseline heat pump, 8.2 HSFP with 240% seasonally adjusted efficiency, and the 97% gas 
furnace, the WSU calculator sums, and Carolyn Roos sums, are quite different than staff results.  
These sums indicate annual savings (as a compilation of monthly). The term ‘Dist Efficiency %’ is the 
distribution system and in both cases presented they are ducted systems with R-8 insulation:


The calculations above are all aspects being equal, all formulas being equal. The 240% heat pump 
saves money over the 97% gas furnace, $257 per year.


In all calculations I use Ellensburg gas and electrical rates, without monthly service fees. Those would 
be $210.60 for gas service annually, and $336 for electric service, a difference of $125.40 more cost 
for electricity service. In the above example, monthly fees make the difference total $131.71, instead 
of $257, still in favor of the heat pump.


This following comment gets into the weeds, but as I have discovered, we are all going to have to 
achieve an understanding of these issues. . .


Carolyn Roos also commented on this comparison:

“The WSU calculator is basically just a conversion to MMBtu and then division by efficiencies.  
Therms are converted to MMBtu by multiplying by 10 and the kWh is converted to MMBtu by 
multiplying by 293.08.  Then for each one, divide by both efficiencies to get the Space Heating Cost in 
$ per MMBtu. 

Reproducing your results (97% natural gas furnace Vs 240% heat pump, both ducted):

·         For natural gas:  1.1398 x 10 / 0.97 / 0.73 = $16.10 per MMBtu

·         For electricity:  0.0737 x 293.08 /2.40 /0.73 = $12.33 per MMBtu”
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This analysis uses MMBtu (1 million Btus), not ‘cost’ for comparisons, but the results are the same.

Again, Carolyn Roos achieves the same results as the calculator. The 240% efficient heat pump costs 
less to operate than the highest efficiency gas furnace available (97%).


Here’s the link again to the WSU calculator:

https://www.energy.wsu.edu/calcs/fuelcalc/default.asp


WSU provides a link on this page to the actual formulas used for all appliance analyses which 
provides transparency and verification. The formulas used for the WSU calculator can be seen here:

https://www.energy.wsu.edu/calcs/fuelcalc/Inst.stm


What formulas/parameters are the staff using in their presentation? Why are they ‘mixing’ analyses 
(some actual appliance ratings and some not)? Are they including ducting losses for the natural gas 
appliances? 

It would be beneficial and accurate to also include ductless systems in the analyses. These are most 
likely what will be installed going forward in all new electric construction, and have been available for 
around the 10 years. Ductless systems automatically add efficiency because there is no distribution 
system to lose energy, like ducting.


Analysis 97% gas furnace vs 280% ductless heat pump (natural gas is ducted):

If you’re still reading ;-), I would also offer this calculation for a ductless system (all calculations do 
not include monthly fees):


As you can see, without a distribution system, (“Dist Efficiency %” on the image), the ductless 
appliance far outperforms the highest efficiency gas furnace available. The total annual cost with 
monthly service fees included is still $446.80 less annually than the 97% gas furnace. This example 
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is still a ‘middle-of-the-road’ ductless heat pump, with an HSPF of 9.5. Heat pumps today have 
HSPF ratings of 8.2 - 11 and higher.


As Carolyn Roos also states:

“In the next energy code cycle, which will take effect in 2023, it is likely that “cold climate heat pumps” 
will be required for new construction in Washington State.  These cold climate heat pumps have 
COPs greater than 200% at 17o F.”
  
At 17o F, these cold climate heat pumps provide exceptional heating (200% efficient), with even 
higher efficiencies (up to 400%) in temps above 17o F and are still efficient to -13o F. Of course, they 
also offer efficient air conditioning. I have one in my home which was installed about 5 years ago.


This isn’t ‘new and untested’ equipment and would therefore be a part of substantial existing 
inventory. Yet, these appliances are ignored, and/or lumped with the 150% cost reduction analyses.


WSU Energy Services has been responsible for a host of varied energy work. They have performed 
numerous state-mandated analyses. You can view their home page here:

https://www.energy.wsu.edu


Concluding, it only makes sense to me that any public communication regarding energy systems be 
from an independent consultant only. I offer this assessment based on the evidence provided here. 
Getting public communication correct the first time will be of high importance. It is unfortunate that 
this slide will remain uncorrected, since it is part of the public record, in my view.


I’d like to make a few further comments on some general aspects of recent UAC meetings.


First, the format being used at UAC meetings seems to vary. The staff powerpoint was not part of the 
agenda packet.  I would think that having full knowledge of the information being presented (agenda 
packet) before the UAC meeting would be preferred so that all could ask informed questions. 

Second, the zoom link and announcement has disappeared from the UAC website:
https://ci.ellensburg.wa.us/97/Utility-Advisory-Committee

For those hard of hearing, zoom attendance is preferred. Zoom meeting access also facilitates broad 
engagement with the public in general. I am hopeful that the zoom announcement and meeting links 
will be reinstated for all meetings.

Thank you again for your detailed explanation review and response! I am grateful! I realize you have 
many tasks on your plates. . .I hope redundancy was minimal.

I also appreciate having access to the zoom recording and audio, which Kim Bowie sent out, on 
request, for the June UAC meeting. It is great to have audio and video for study.

Thank you also for reading this further email and for your important work.
Sincerely,
Meghan Anderson • 6083 Secret Canyon Rd • Ellensburg
509-591-7874 • Cwclimatenews@gmail.com
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Meg Ludlum
6720 E Green Lake Way N, Apt 623

Seattle, WA 98103

July 7, 2022

Mayor Nancy Lilquist
Councilmember Nancy Goodloe
City Manager Heidi Behrends-Cerniwey
City of Ellensburg
501 N Anderson St
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Dear Ladies:

From afar in Seattle, I’ve been following Meghan Anderson’s concerns about the slide in 
last month’s Utility Advisory Committee presentation on gas incentives. I watched the 
presentation and discussion, and I greatly appreciate your support for ending the 
requirement to extend gas mains and for future actions to reduce the City’s emissions 
from natural gas. Clearly, you understand the urgency of the need to reduce emissions 
rather than buy allowances, as well as the need to involve the community in the 
discussion. (A moratorium on new gas service might be more palatable than a ban.)

Meghan and I delved into AFUE, HSPF, SEER, and COP and now better understand that,
for electricity, we should be using HSPF converted to seasonal COP. We believe an 
HSPF of about 8/seasonal COP of about 2.4 is a reasonable assumption for purposes of 
the slide. I can’t overemphasize the importance of both staff and community members 
grasping that electric heat pumps are in fact cheaper to use for space heating than natural 
gas – and with cleanly-sourced electricity will also reduce emissions. The upfront cost of 
heat pumps may be higher but, in my opinion, any incentives the City provides should be 
directed at reducing that burden rather than encouraging continued use of gas.

I request that this letter be included as public comment in the next Utilities Advisory 
Committee agenda. Thank you for your important work.

Sincerely,

/s/ Meg Ludlum
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Ellensburg Utility Advisory Committee
Telecommunication Issues and Updates

July 21, 2022

 Construction has begun to relocate the Lincoln Elementary School Fiber.
 Fiber Construction to build fiber to the Gas shop has been completed.


40



AGENDA REPORT

Meeting Date: July 21, 2022

Agenda Subject: Water, Wastewater, Electric, & Natural Gas Rate Study

Submitted by: Buddy Stanavich Public Works & Utilities

Recommended Action or
Motion:

Staff requests the UAC forward a favorable recommendation to
Council on the proposed rate increases and phase-in strategy
presented.

Background/Summary:
To continue providing quality service, maintaining the reliability
of utility systems, and equitably cover the costs associated with
significant infrastructures upgrades, FCS Group was retained
to complete a Water, Wastewater, Electric, & Natural Gas Rate
Study. FCS Group representatives will be present at the
meeting to make presentations on their analysis.

 

The Ellensburg City Code Chapter 9.30.030 (B) “It is intended
that all utility rates be based on cost-of-service principles.
Subsidies between rate schedules shall be avoided except for
low-income senior citizen, low-income disabled citizen and
nonprofit agency serving the disadvantaged rate schedules.”

 

FCS Group completed a Cost of Service Analysis (COSA) for
the Water, Wastewater, & Electric utilities in 2018 and for the
Natural Gas utility in 2022. The rate studies presented as part
of the 2019-20 budgeting process incorporated the capital and
maintenance needs for the utilities and put together a phased-
in approach to bring the various customer classes into cost of
service over six (6) years. No rate increases were adopted as
part of the 2021-22 budget development.

Previous Council Action: None

Analysis: N/A
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Financial Impact: Rate impacts and phase-in strategies will be presented by FCS
Group at the meeting. This rate study continues work to
enhance financial outlooks extending out several years as a
tool to better manage the financial needs of the Water,
Wastewater, Electric, & Natural Gas utilities.
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Ellensburg Utility Advisory Committee
Public Works & Utilities Issues and Updates

July 21, 2022

Consent Items

Agenda Reports for items approved by the City Council since our last meeting are attached.

All Utilities



Sewer

 The Bureau of Reclamation’s Schaake Project continues to make progress. The Bureau and staff are 
working on final details. The land exchange is currently anticipated late summer 2022. 

 Staff was informed that the aerator motor that was sent off to be inspected will be repaired and covered 
by warranty. 

 City staff have reviewed the video inspections of the lines repaired during the 2022 Cured-In-Place 
project. Staff are pleased with the results of the project but did have two concerns (taps) that are being 
discussed with Insituform, LLC. We hope to have those two taps repaired by the contractor in the near 
future. 

 Operations and Lab personnel conducted influent testing requested by Kennedy Jenks to provide 
information for the General Sewer Plan Update. The samples were taken on ten consecutive days and 
needed to be delivered daily to Cascade Analytical in Wenatchee. 

 Staff met with Kennedy Jenks at the WWTF to discuss two projects that are budgeted for design in 2022. 
Those projects include rebuilding the clarifiers and electrical upgrades in the digester/gravity belt 
thickener building. 

 Collections staff are very busy with jetting and flushing, inspections, and locate requests.

Water

 Water pumped for June 2022 was 155,886,204 gallons, which is considerably less then June 2021 which 
was 209,133,612 gallons. This reflects the relationship between warmer temperatures and precipitation
on water usage. We had a mild June with more rain than last year which dramatically impacts the 
amount of City provided water used for irrigation. 
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 Staff continue to work with Connetix Engineering and Consolidated Communications to find solutions to 
reoccurring communication failures at the three wells (Hayward, Route 10, Airport #3) on lease lines 
owned by Consolidated. Different options are being explored. Communication failures interfere with the 
ability to run these wells automatically with the telemetry system.

 Staff picked up the rebuilt motor for Whitney Well and installed it. Whitney Well is now operating as 
expected.

 Water Division crews are fixing leaks discovered during phase 1 of leak survey.
 Water crews continue to provide vac-truck excavations for other City divisions when requested.
 The Outfitting of the Illinois Well project is underway, and all underground utility work is nearly 

complete at the well site. The Contractor will begin construction of the well house building shortly. As 
expected, the contractor is experiencing lengthy lead time issues with specialty material and equipment 
for this project. Due to this, completion of the project is not expected until early 2023. We will keep UAC 
updated as this project moves forward.

Storm

 Gateway 1 bids were opened on June 16th, 2022 and the bid award for Rotschy Inc. will be on the July 
18th Council Agenda for acceptance. If awarded construction will likely begin August 15, 2022.

 Gateway 2 design is on hold until a design contract for widening the road can go before Council for 
authorization. In order to design the stormwater, grant reimbursable part of the project, the road will 
need to be brought up to standards and widened. The design, widening and grant reimbursable part of 
the project would be constructed as one project.

 The bridge and levee are on schedule to go to add on July 14, 2022, open bids on August 2, 2022 and 
award at the August 15th Council meeting. We hope to wrap up construction by October 31, 2022.

 Staff continues to conduct field work sampling Wilson Creek twice a week, inspecting outfalls and storm 
features that were constructed on commercial plats as a part of permit compliance.

Electric
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 The City of Ellensburg is at 105% of our Chapter 80.60 RCW required interconnections, which is relative 
to our 1996 peak demand. Our 1996 peak demand was 37,210 kW and 4% of that peak demand is 
1,488kW. There are currently 1,562 kW of interconnected solar customers, which is 4% more than the 
requirement. There are 133 systems interconnected, which does not include the Renewable Energy 
Park.

 We continue to advertise for vacant Journeyperson Lineperson positions and a Temporary Lineperson. 
 Potelco is on the property and filling the void of our understaffing issues. They are focusing on customer 

driven work as well as maintenance work.
 City crews have been focusing on day-to-day operations as well as smaller maintenance and service 

jobs.
 Staff has been contacted by and is working with developers on two projects near Dolarway Rd. and the 

west interchange. These two projects combined, are forecasting 10MW of load which would exceed the 
capacity of the existing feeder serving that area. Staff is working with the developers to determine how 
best to serve the developments, likely requiring the installation of a new feeder.

 D’Hittle is continuing to make progress on the Dolarway Substation project. Given the large customers 
mentioned above it is expected that additional scope will be added to the project to address feeder 
improvements.

 Staff has discussed the above data center project with our consultant performing the South Substation 
Sighting Study; this project can have significant impact to the location of a future substation.

Gas

 Climate Commitment Act (CCA) – Staff continues engagement in Ecology’s rulemaking process. Staff is 
preparing estimated cost models for compliance obligations.

 A natural gas purchase commitment to Shell Energy North America for 78,999 MMBtu’s at 
$6.9000/MMBtu for an in-ground storage transfer to fill the City’s Clay Basin storage account. The total 
value of the contract purchase is $545,093.

 A natural gas purchase commitment to Shell Energy North America for 242,000 MMBtu’s at 
$5.350/MMBtu for delivery starting November 2022 through June 2023. The total value of the contract 
purchase is $1,294,700.

 A natural gas purchase commitment to Shell Energy North America for 152,000 MMBtu’s at 
$5.960/MMBtu for delivery starting November 2023 through March 2024. The total value of the 
contract purchase is $905,920.

 Crews performed scheduled monthly maintenance tasks and installed new customer requested main 
and service lines. Crews finished the annual atmospheric corrosion survey and are now performing 
annual valve maintenance.

 Chet Weekes & Kody Graham attended the National Welding Inspection School in Burton, TX. They 
attained the status of Certified Pipeline Welding Inspector (CPWI+V) by attending and successfully 
passing the course “Welding Inspection for Pipelines”.

 Kody Graham has successfully completed Step 3 of the Gas Mainfitter Apprenticeship. He has moved to 
Step 4 as of July 1, 2022.

 MESA Products Inc. finished the Walnut Street Rectifier & Deep Well Anodes – Relocation & 
Replacement project. The contractor started on June 6th and commissioned the new rectifier on June 
16th. Project closeout is still in progress.

 Staff continues to review material inventory and projected needs in anticipation of supply chain issues.
 A digital advertising campaign has begun to enhance the Public Awareness and Damage Prevention 

Program. Both May and June’s advertising had an emphasis on “Gas Safety”. July’s advertising emphasis 
is on appliance efficiency upgrade rebates.
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 No bids were received for the 2022-07 Bid Call “Meter Set Assemblies”. Staff has moved forward with 
quotes and has an order in with AYMcDonald.

 Staff participated in a Natural Gas Operations & Maintenance (O&M) Manual Review audit; a Natural 
Gas Annual Review Inspection audit; and a Natural Gas Distribution Section 114 (PIPES Act of 2020) 
Compliance Review from the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) on June 7, 
2022. No apparent violations were discovered during these inspections and letters were received from 
the UTC closing the inspections.

 Marcello Martinez and Logan Graham are attended the Western Gas Measurement Short Course in 
Victoria, B.C. July 12-15, 2022.
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