










Arbor Day Program 
Expansion

Environmental Commission 3/20/2024

1New York Arbor Day, 1908 #3 is a photograph by Granger which was uploaded on July 7th, 2016.
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Eligibility
• City of Ellensburg resident
• Planting space within ROW

Eligibility
• City of Ellensburg resident
• Planting space within ROW

Process
• Two staff site visits
• Voucher awarded to resident
• Resident picks up tree(s) at 

participating nurseries

Process
• Two staff site visits
• Voucher awarded to resident
• Resident picks up tree(s) at 

participating nurseries

Support
• Street Division funded
• Stormwater Utility staffed
• $150/tree

Support
• Street Division funded
• Stormwater Utility staffed
• $150/tree

1872
First Arbor Day

1920
45 States/Territories 
Celebrate

1982
Ellensburg Initiates 
Giveaway Program

Support
• SEP, UTCA
• Stormwater Utility funding
• Existing program staff

Support
• SEP, UTCA
• Stormwater Utility funding
• Existing program staff

Benefits
• Community participation
• Carbon sequestration
• Carbon storage
• Clean air
• Stormwater management

Benefits
• Community participation
• Carbon sequestration
• Carbon storage
• Clean air
• Stormwater management

Staff Recommendation
• Non-ROW areas
• Private, residential zones
• City of Ellensburg resident

Staff Recommendation
• Non-ROW areas
• Private, residential zones
• City of Ellensburg resident

Existing ProgramExisting Program Proposed ExpandedProposed ExpandedArbor Day HistoryArbor Day History

1983 - 1st in WA
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Benefits: Carbon Sequestration & StorageBenefits: Carbon Sequestration & Storage

Photo credit https://calrecycle.ca.gov

Clean Air
• Absorbs pollutants
• Produces oxygen

Clean Air
• Absorbs pollutants
• Produces oxygen

Stormwater
• Stabilizes soil
• Slows down water
• Absorbs water
• Intercepts rainfall

Stormwater
• Stabilizes soil
• Slows down water
• Absorbs water
• Intercepts rainfall

Other Benefits
• Reduces heating & 

cooling cost
• Wildlife habitat
• Aesthetics
• Community

Other Benefits
• Reduces heating & 

cooling cost
• Wildlife habitat
• Aesthetics
• Community
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Supporting DocumentsSupporting Documents

SEPSEP UTCAUTCA

Recommendation 3: 1,300+ acres of plantable space on residential zoned lands.



SEP Implementation Chart 

CETA
Dept of Commerce

CCA
Dept of Ecology

REGULATORY
Washington State

CITY STAFF TEAM
Multi-departmental

SUSTAINABILITY & ENERGY 
COORDINATOR
Energy Division

CITY COUNCIL
Prioritize actions
Approve policies

GRANTS
Funding 

Opportunities

SUSTAINABILITY
COMMISSION
(Environmental
Commission)
External Team

FEDERAL STATE

SUSTAINABILITY & 
ENERGY PLAN

(SEP)

Evaluate and recommend internal actions for operations, projects, & procurement
Identify opportunities
Educate others
Model mindset

Review and advise on 
policies and 
implementation
Review accountability 
measures
Policies and programs

CITY
MANAGER

Build rating matrix and 
tracking
Coordinate with 
Commission
Coordinate with staff
Report to Council
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Laura Wilson

From: vagabondtoo@msn.com

Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 4:16 PM

To: Laura Wilson

Subject: [Ext] bicycles

March 6, 2024

Hello Ellensburg Environmental commission,

Bicycles are environmentally friendly means of transport. However there are a few traffic issues I would like
to call to your attention. I had to pick the most "suitable" committee here.

1) Water Street, last year was only partially resurfaced. There is this uneven overlay between new and old
surfaces intersecting in the bicycle lanes.

2) In conjunction with bicycle lane signage: "Dooring" is becoming a greater issue as Ellensburg grows and
bicyclists ride closer to parked cars. I suggest signage reminding drivers with a graphic showing a car door
opening and hitting a bicyclist. Tinted windows are a hazard in this respect.

3) This point overlaps with the county: A simple four way stop sings at Dry Creek and Reecer Creek. Stop
signs are low maintenance. Some courteous drivers on Reecer Creek already stop for cyclists crossing at Dry
Creek.

Spring will be here soon. Get out and ride!
Devorah Greenspan
Ellensburg

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL: The email below is from an external source. Please exercise caution before opening
attachments, clicking links, fulfilling requests, or following guidance.
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Laura Wilson

From: Derek Mayo

Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2024 8:26 AM

To: Laura Wilson; Josh Mattson

Cc: Nancy Lillquist

Subject: RE: [Ext] bicycles

Laura and Nancy,
Thanks for forwarding this to us. Josh and I briefly discussed, see brief comments below in red text. Let us know if you
would like further detail and/or explanation, or if we are needed to attend a future EC meeting.
Thanks,
Derek

From: Laura Wilson <wilsonl@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 4:37 PM
To: Josh Mattson <mattsonj@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>; Derek Mayo <mayod@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Cc: Nancy Lillquist <lillquistn@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Subject: FW: [Ext] bicycles

Josh and Derek,
I reached out to Nancy already and this will go on the March EC meeting agenda. She recommended it also be
forwarded to you.

Laura J. Wilson
(509)962-7235
wilsonl@ellensburgwa.gov

From: vagabondtoo@msn.com <vagabondtoo@msn.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 4:16 PM
To: Laura Wilson <wilsonl@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Subject: [Ext] bicycles

March 6, 2024

Hello Ellensburg Environmental commission,

Bicycles are environmentally friendly means of transport. However there are a few traffic issues I would like
to call to your attention. I had to pick the most "suitable" committee here.

1) Water Street, last year was only partially resurfaced. There is this uneven overlay between new and old
surfaces intersecting in the bicycle lanes. Water St. was recently chip sealed, and we stopped the chip seal
short of the bike lanes, as the chip sealed surfaces are a little rougher and more difficult for cyclists. The lip left
between the chip sealed travel lane and the bike lane is fairly minimal (approx. ½” or less).

2) In conjunction with bicycle lane signage: "Dooring" is becoming a greater issue as Ellensburg grows and
bicyclists ride closer to parked cars. I suggest signage reminding drivers with a graphic showing a car door
opening and hitting a bicyclist. Tinted windows are a hazard in this respect. We have reviewed the Manual on

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL: The email below is from an external source. Please exercise caution before opening
attachments, clicking links, fulfilling requests, or following guidance.
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Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and we were not able to find an approved sign for this. We also
have not received reports of dooring incidents on Water Street, but this is always a safety concern that we
want both motorists and cyclists to be aware of. Although there is not typical signage, we have seen a few
safety slides/exhibits. Sharing these on our social media outlets or including as in insert in utility bills could be
an option.

3) This point overlaps with the county: A simple four way stop sings at Dry Creek and Reecer Creek. Stop
signs are low maintenance. Some courteous drivers on Reecer Creek already stop for cyclists crossing at Dry
Creek. There are specific warrants/guidelines as to when intersections should be converted to all-way stop
configurations, that are outlined in the MUTCD. I suspect that the recommended warrants would not be met at
this intersection. This intersection is currently outside of the Ellensburg City Limits, so a warrant analysis and
determination would fall under the jurisdiction of Kittitas County Public Works. City limits is adjacent to this
intersection, so we would be willing to assist the County with these efforts and provide our recommendation,
but ultimately this would be there determination to make.

Spring will be here soon. Get out and ride!
Devorah Greenspan
Ellensburg


