
 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
The City of Ellensburg strives to make our services, programs, and activities readily 
accessible and usable by individuals with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations will be 
made upon request. Please furnish the ADA Coordinator with your request in sufficient time 
for the City to provide a reasonable accommodation by calling the City of Ellensburg ADA 
Coordinator at (509) 962-7222 or email ADAcoordinator@ellensburgwa.gov. 

   

AGENDA 
LANDMARKS & DESIGN COMMISSION 

April 15, 2025 
  

Hybrid Meeting In-person and via Zoom 
  

 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83923134464?pwd=r6MWfIAsB5OLwPw1REHsTKRbiXvWJk.1 
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CITY OF ELLENSBURG 
LANDMARKS & DESIGN COMMISSION AGENDA 

Council Chambers 
501 North Anderson Street 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 
And remotely via Zoom  
Tuesday, April 15, 2025  

5:45 PM - Regular Meeting  
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call of Members   
  
2. Approval of Agenda (No Public Comment)  
  
3. New Business   
  
 3.A Public Hearing for consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA), for 

a new sign at 115 W 3rd Ave. Parcel ID # 887033  
  
4. Unfinished Business   
  
5. Citizen Comment   
  
6. Staff Update/Discussion Items   
  
 6.A Preservation Month Updates  
  
7. Commission Representative Update   
  
8. Adjournment   
  

 

 
For more information on the Landmarks & Design Commission, contact Senior Planner Stacey Henderson at 

509-925-8608. 
 

Page 2 of 15



 Agenda #3.A 

 

Meeting Date: April 15, 2025  
City of Ellensburg 

Landmarks & Design Commission Agenda Report  
   
Agenda Subject: Public Hearing for consideration of a Certificate of 

Appropriateness (COA), for a new sign at 115 W 3rd Ave. 
Parcel ID # 887033 

Submitted by: 
 

Department: Community Development 
 

Suggested Motion/Action:  
Move to approve COA for Nuwave-Fortuity painted sign at 115 W. 3rd Ave as proposed with 
no conditions. 
   
Background/Summary:  
TYPE OF REVIEW:  
Review of proposed changes to structures within landmarks districts is required per ECC 
15.280.100(A), as follows: 
 
A.    Review required. 
 
1.    No person shall alter, repair, enlarge, newly construct, relocate, or demolish any 
registered landmark building, or any structure located on a property within a landmark 
district, nor install any exterior sign or mural pursuant to subsection (A)(2) of this section, 
without review by the commission and issuance of a COA or a demolition permit (ECC 
15.280.110). 
2.    In the case of murals, the arts commission shall first review and provide 
recommendations to the commission regarding any proposal for a mural to be located on a 
registered landmark or within a landmark district. Factors to be considered by the arts 
commission include media to be used, method of application, stability, building/site, mural 
location and practicability of project. 
3.    This review shall apply to all exterior features of the building visible from a public right-of-
way. This review applies whether or not a permit from the city of Ellensburg is required. 
4.    Review of alterations to Ellensburg landmarks register properties under this chapter is in 
lieu of design review required for projects and sign review per ECC 15.210.050(B). 
 
Additionally, the Commission shall also review the Building Design criteria as found in ECC 
Chapter 15.530.  More specifically, the building design criteria which is applicable to historic 
buildings and districts in found in ECC 15.530.020, as follows: 
 
ECC 15.530.020 Building Design: Historic Buildings and Districts 
 
A.    Purpose. To preserve and reinforce the historic character of Ellensburg’s 
downtown    and older residential areas. 
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B.    Historic Buildings and Districts Standards and Guidelines. 
 
1)    All development projects identified on the Ellensburg landmarks register are subject to 
review by the Ellensburg landmarks and design commission per Chapter 15.280 ECC and 
conformance with the following design standards for rehabilitating existing buildings. 
 
a.    Retain and preserve the overall historic character of the building; 
b.    Ensure that proposed alterations are compatible with the building’s own architectural 
character, and do not create a false historical appearance; 
c.    Retain and preserve early alterations which have architectural significance in their own 
right; 
d.    Treat distinctive original features, finishes, and examples of skilled craftsmanship with 
sensitivity; 
e.    Repair rather than replace deteriorated architectural features whenever possible; 
f.    Use the gentlest means possible when surface cleaning exterior masonry; 
g.    Protect and preserve significant archaeological sites affected by the project, or provide 
mitigation for their disturbance; and 
h.    Design new additions to existing buildings and new infill construction to be compatible 
with the massing, scale, materials, and architectural features of adjacent historic structures. 
 
These standards are supplemented and further defined or explained by that document 
entitled “Design Standards for the City of Ellensburg,” as currently enacted. 
 
2)    Property owners of historic district buildings are also encouraged to use the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (web: 
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm) (hard copy also available at City Hall) as 
a guide to preserve, rehabilitate, restore, reconstruct, or add to historic properties. These 
standards provide detailed recommendations on restoration, maintenance, repair, 
replacement, design, alterations, building materials, roofs, interiors, etc. [Ord. 4656 § 1 (Exh. 
O2), 2013.] 
 
 
 
   
Previous Council Action:  
 
   
Analysis:  
STAFF COMMENTS:  
 
The Cadwell-Lyon’s Block is a Historic Non-Contributing building located within the 
Downtown Ellensburg National Register Historic District and Local Landmarks Historic 
District. Originally built ca. 1897 as an Italianate two-story brick masonry building with a 
corner entry, multiple storefronts, and apartments above; this building has since been 
refinished in stucco with board and batten wood panels along the second story and is 
missing the original corner entry bay at 3rd and Main.  This building was heavily remodeled 
into a “modern business and office building” in 1963, after the second-floor apartments 

Page 4 of 15



suffered a devastating fire in 1962.   
 
The applicant seeks approval for a painted sign to be installed at 115 W 3rd Ave, Parcel ID 
#887033, in Central Commercial (CC) zoning. The proposed sign will measure approximately 
10 - 12 feet wide and 1.5 - 2 feet tall, will read “WINE + ART”, and be located above the 
entrance to Nuwave Gallery & Fortuity Cellars. The sign would not be illuminated and would 
be painted using a previously reviewed trim color. 
 
In review of the criteria found in ECC 15.530.020(B)(1), staff finds that the new sign does not 
detract from the overall historic character of the structure. In addition, staff finds the proposal 
to not detract from the overall historic character of the surrounding district. Therefore, this 
project meets the following two criteria of said section:  
 
a)    Retains and preserve(s) the overall historic character of the building, and 
b)    Ensure(s) that proposed alterations are compatible with the building’s own architectural 
character and do not create a false historical appearance. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Staff has reviewed the criteria in the Code and recommends that the Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) be granted by the Commission for the new painted sign, as 
proposed, at 115 W 3rd Ave, with no conditions.  
 
If the Commission should choose to follow the recommendation of Staff and approve the 
COA, Staff would advise the Commission that the following Findings of Fact are applicable to 
this project: 
 
1.    Per ECC Sections 15.280.100, and 15.530.020, the LDC has jurisdiction to review this 
project. 
 
2.    The project has been found to be in keeping with two of the required building design 
standards of ECC 15.530.020, specifically that it:  
 
a)    Retains and preserve(s) the overall historic character of the building, and 
b)    Ensure(s) that proposed alterations are compatible with the building’s own architectural 
character and do not create a false historical appearance. 
 
3.    The Applicant is an authorized agent of this building and can pursue this action. The 
building is addressed as 115 W 3rd Ave and is located in the Downtown Ellensburg Historic 
District and Downtown Ellensburg National Register. 
 
4.    It is in the interest of the City of Ellensburg to have historic buildings maintained and 
preserved. If approved, this proposal would not negatively alter the character of the 
surrounding historic district.   
 
In addition, if no public comment is received during the public hearing portion of the meeting, 
the following Finding of Fact would also be applicable: 
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5.    No public comment was received.   
 
After the close of the public hearing, if it is determined that additional findings of fact are 
pertinent, they should consist of concise statements of the underlying facts in support of the 
decision made by the Landmarks & Design Commission. Findings of Fact should be made by 
the Commission, regardless of whether the project is approved or denied.   
 
When making the final motion, the Commission may also include any conditions of approval 
that are appropriate to this application. 
 
 
   
Financial Impact:  
 
 
Budget Adjustment: No 
   
Attachments:  
1. P25-031 - Exhibit A - Location Map 
2. P25-031 - Exhibit B.1 Application 
3. P25-031 - Exhibit B.2 Narrative 
4. P25-031 - Exhibit B.3 Owner Authorization 
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Exhibit A - Location Map - 115 W. 3rd Avenue

COE GIS, Google Maps

3/31/2025, 3:00:16 PM

0 0.01 0.020 mi

0 0.01 0.030.01 km

1:608
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RECEIVED 3/20/25
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
P25-031

KB
3/20/25

P25-031
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RECEIVED 3/20/25
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
P25-031
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Chace Pedersen

From: Andy Polak <andy@realworks.us>

Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2025 9:39 AM

To: Kathy Boots

Cc: Erin Oostra; Jodi Polak

Subject: Re: [Ext] Approval Process for Painted Sign Above Awning

Attachments: Nuwave-Fortuity PA-10 LDC COA App_202210271545561050.pdf

To Whom It May Concern,

As owners of the building located at 115 W 3rd Ave Ellensburg, WA 98926, on Parcel #887033, We do hereby
grant Erin Oostra permission to be our authorized agent regarding the Landmark & Design Commission Certificate of
Appropriateness application (PA-10) for a new sign above Fortuity Cellars and Nuwave Gallery as shown in the
application and project description attached in this email thread and dated 3/18/2025.

Sincerely,

Andrew Polak
Manager, Pangaea Property, LLC
andy@realworks.us
509-304-4125

On Mar 20, 2025, at 09:18, Kathy Boots <Bootsk@ci.ellensburg.wa.us> wrote:

Erin,

Chace forwarded me your documents. The application needs to be signed by the owner or they need to provide written
authorization that you are an authorized agent. Please send me an updated application or the proper authorization from
the owners.

Thank you

Kathy Boots
Planning Technician
(509)962-7231
Bootsk@ellensburgwa.gov
501 N Anderson Street
Ellensburg, WA 98926

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL: The email below is from an external source. Please exercise caution before opening
attachments, clicking links, fulfilling requests, or following guidance.
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From: Chace Pedersen <pedersenc@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2025 10:29 AM
To: Kathy Boots <bootsk@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Subject: FW: [Ext] Approval Process for Painted Sign Above Awning

Sorry about that. Here are the files.

Chace Pedersen (he/him)
Associate Planner | City of Ellensburg
501 North Anderson Street | Ellensburg, WA 98926
P. (509) 962-7108
pedersenc@ellensburgwa.gov

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail may contain confidential and privileged information. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify me immediately
by replying to this message or telephoning me, and do not review, disclose, copy or distribute.

Advisory: Please be advised the City of Ellensburg is required to comply with the Public Records Act, Chapter 42.56 RCW. This act establishes a strong state mandate
in favor of disclosure of public records. Therefore, the information you submit to
the City via email, including personal information, may ultimately be subject to disclosure as a public record.

From: Erin Oostra <erin@nuwavegallery.co>
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2025 4:08 PM
To: Chace Pedersen <pedersenc@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>; Alicia Winbauer <winbauera@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Subject: Re: [Ext] Approval Process for Painted Sign Above Awning

Amazing, thank you. Attached is the Application and a document with more details for the committee. Let me know if
you need anything else!

Alicia, is there anything you need from me to secure permitting?

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL: The email below is from an external source. Please exercise caution before opening
attachments, clicking links, fulfilling requests, or following guidance.
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To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

On Mon, Mar 17, 2025 at 10:47 AM Chace Pedersen <pedersenc@ci.ellensburg.wa.us> wrote:

Good morning Erin,

Stacey Henderson informed me of your email inquiry regarding a new painted sign at Nuwave Gallery/Fortuity Cellars.
Your proposed signage project will require a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) application to be processed to ensure
it meets the City of Ellensburg mural and sign codes/requirements. If you submit everything by March 21st, we should
be able to review this at the April 15th Landmarks & Design Commission meeting.

Additionally, It looks like this would require a sign permit. I have cc’d our Permit Technician, Alicia Winbauer (509-962-
7239), to this email and would recommend reaching out to her for sign permit submittal requirements.

Let me know if you have any further questions or concerns.

Thanks!
Chace Pedersen (he/him)
Associate Planner | City of Ellensburg
501 North Anderson Street | Ellensburg, WA 98926
P. (509) 962-7108
pedersenc@ellensburgwa.gov

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail may contain confidential and privileged information. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify me immediately
by replying to this message or telephoning me, and do not review, disclose, copy or distribute.

Advisory: Please be advised the City of Ellensburg is required to comply with the Public Records Act, Chapter 42.56 RCW. This act establishes a strong state mandate
in favor of disclosure of public records. Therefore, the information you submit to
the City via email, including personal information, may ultimately be subject to disclosure as a public record.

From: Erin Oostra <erin@nuwavegallery.co>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 4:18 PM
To: Stacey Henderson <hendersons@ci.ellensburg.wa.us>
Subject: [Ext] Approval Process for Painted Sign Above Awning

Hi Stacey,

I hope you're doing well! I’m reaching out for guidance on another signage project for our downtown space. We’d like to paint
“WINE+ART” above our awning, as shown in the attached mockup, to help improve visibility and draw more foot traffic to our corner.

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL: The email below is from an external source. Please exercise caution before opening
attachments, clicking links, fulfilling requests, or following guidance.
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We’ve already received approval from the building owners and are eager to move forward as soon as possible. Could you please
advise on what steps are needed to get this approved quickly? I’d love to ensure we follow all city guidelines and get any necessary
permits in place.

Looking forward to your insights—thank you in advance for your help!

Best,
Erin Oostra
Nuwave Gallery / Fortuity Cellars
115 W 3rd Ave, Ellensburg

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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