
 

Please submit requests for language assistance or reasonable accommodation to the HR 
Director/ADA Coordinator by calling (509) 962-7222 or by email 
atADAcoordinator@ellensburgwa.gov. Five (5) business days' notice is appreciated.  

   

AGENDA 
ARTS COMMISSION 

March 12, 2026 
  

Hybrid Meeting In-person and via Zoom 
  

 
  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86948892921?pwd=TnE2QjM3MnQySFZueG9iZlhraTlsUT09  

Meeting ID: 869 4889 2921 
Passcode: 8765309 

 --- 
One tap mobile +12532158782,,86948892921# US (Tacoma) 

+12532050468,,86948892921# US 
Accessibility 

The City of Ellensburg strives to make our services, programs, and activities readily 
accessible. 

• Closed Captioning is available to Zoom viewers. To enable closed captioning, you will 
need to click on the “CC” button at the bottom of your Zoom screen and then select 

either “Show Subtitle” or “View Full Transcript." 
• Members of the public who do not speak English or who have limited proficiency may 

request an interpreter if they wish to participate in public meetings. 
• The City will provide reasonable accommodation for members of the public with 

disabilities. 
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CITY OF ELLENSBURG 
ARTS COMMISSION AGENDA 

Council Chambers 
501 North Anderson Street 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 
And remotely via Zoom  

Thursday, March 12, 2026  
4:00 PM - Regular Meeting  

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call   
  
 1.A Roll Call: Commissioner Eyre, Commissioner Dougherty, Commissioner 

Snedeker, Commissioner Wenz, Commissioner Lopez, Commissioner Young, 
Council Member Beauchamp  

  
2. Citizen Comment   
  
3. Approval of Agenda (No Public Comment)  
  
 3.A Review and approve March 12, 2026, Arts Commission Agenda  
  
4. Approval of Minutes   
  
 4.A Review and approve the February 12, 2026, Arts Commission meeting minutes  
  
5. Budget/Financial Report   
  
 5.A YTD 2026 Arts Commission Budget Update  
  
6. New Business   
  
 6.A Presentation from the Ellensburg Mural Society  
  
7. Unfinished Business   
  
 7.A Admission Tax Update  
  
 7.B America 250 Plannng--Update  
  
 7.C Committee Scope of Work Project---Update  
  
 7.D Interview for Open Commissioner Position  
  
 7.E Update on the National Poetry Month Planning  
  
8. Subcommittee Business   
  
 8.A 

1. Project Grant & Funding: Jerry, Jensen, Alex 
2. First Friday Art Walk: Matt, Jensen, Therese 

o New signage project 
o Meeting update 

3. City Art/Public Art: Alex, Jerry, Jeff, Matt 
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4. Awards & Distinctions: Jeff, Therese, Alex 
5. Ellensburg Creative District: Staff 

  
  
9. Staff Update/Discussion Items   
  
10. Commission Representative Update   
  
11. Adjournment   
  

 

 

 
For more information on the Ellensburg Arts Commission, contact Arts & Economic Development Manager Kelle 
Vandenberg at 509-962-7149. 
The Contents of this agenda have been photocopied on recycled paper. 
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CITY OF ELLENSBURG                 Arts Commission Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Date of Meeting                                                                  February 12, 2026 
Start Time of Meeting 4:02 PM 
Place of Meeting      City Hall, Council Conference Room 

 
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call of Members 

1.A Chair Eyre, Commissioner Dougherty, Commissioner Snedeker, 
Commissioner Wenz, Commissioner Young, Commissioner Lopez, 
Councilmember Beauchamp 
Absent:  
Welcome guest:  

2. Approval of Agenda  
Motion to approve February 12, 2026, Arts Commission meeting as presented.  
By: Commissioner Snedeker 
Seconded: Commissioner Lopez 
In Favor: All in favor 
Opposed: None 
Abstain: None 
Motion Carries 

  
3.  Approval of Minutes  

  Motion to approve January 8, 2026, Arts Commission meeting minutes as presented.  
  By: Commissioner Snedeker 
  Seconded: Commissioner Wenz 
  In Favor: All 
  Opposed: None 
  Abstain: None 
  Motion Carries 

 
4. Budget/Financial Report 
 
  4.A 2026 Proposed Budget Review and Commissioner Budget Approval 

   Staff presented budget YTD updates for 2026 for Commissioners. 
 
     

 

 

 

Page 4 of 11



 

5.  New Business 

 5.A  Admission Tax Presentation 

 Commissioner Doughtery gave presentation on history of the Admission Tax to 
 the Art Commissioners.  

 Commissioners discussed the effect the tax is having on smaller organizations that 
 are awarded project grants and other creative businesses and organizations in the 
 community. Tax has not been updated since creation in 1994. 

 Staff will continue to keep this on the agenda as Unfinished Business.  

 Next Steps:  

 1. Set up a meeting with the City Manager to discuss the tax overall and how it is 
 managed and suggest: 

a. Discuss potentially raising the threshold 

b. How it is affecting orgs. and grant awardees 

c. Options for how it is managed/collected 

2. Arts Commission: 

 a. Change language on project grant application to note that grants cannot 
 be used to pay admission tax. 

 b. Work with community organizations on education of the tax and how to 
 track/pay (if applicable) 

 Action Item:  

  1. Staff set up meeting with City Manager, Finance Dept., and Art   
  Commissioners.  

  2. Request 2025 Admission Tax report from Finance Dept. 

 5.B America 250 Planning Update and 4th of July Event 

  Staff updated Commission on the America 250 planning and discussed a  
  potential 4th of July Community Picnic in Unity Park to honor county   
  veterans. The picnic will be from 2:00-6:00 pm and cross promote the Cle  
  Elum Fireworks Show. The itinerary would include live music, art in the  
  park, speakers, and be the Creative District event for the year. Staff is  
  looking for help planning the event.  

 5.C Genevieve Tuck Painting Donation 

  Staff showed the Commissioners the latest piece in the public art collection, 
  a Genevieve Tuck painting, donated by her foundation. It is a painting of a  
  building in downtown Ellensburg. It will be hung at City Hall.  
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6. Unfinished Business:  

 6.A  Subcommittee Scope of Work Documents 

  Scope of Work documents for the subcommittees will need updating for  
  2026 based on the recent EAC retreat.  

  Have drafts for two of the five subcommittees: First Friday Art Walk and  
  Awards & Distinctions.  

  The other three subcommittees are in process.  

 6.B Arts Commission Applicant: Anne Pflug Discussion 

  Applicant attending January Arts Commission meeting and commissioners  
  would like to move her application to the interview process.  

  Action Item: Staff will set up applicant interview.  

7. Subcommittee Business:   

7.A Project Grant Funding & Advocacy: Jerry/Alex/Staff/Jensen 

 First Friday Art Walk: Matt/Therese/Jensen/Staff 

  Discussed two new venues for FFAW 

  Discussed the need for updating signs for FFAW 

 City Art/Public Art: Jerry/Alex/Jeff (Matt)  

 Awards & Distinctions: Jeff/Therese/Alex/Staff 

  Discussed the upcoming Poet Laureate events 
  
 Ellensburg Creative District & Advocacy: Staff/Jeff/Alex/Jensen/Therese  

   
Action Item for all subcommittees:  

• Set up subcommittee meetings. 
• Review and/or create committee scope of work document. 

 

8. Citizen Comment:  No citizen comment given 

9. Staff Update/Discussion Items: No staff update beyond previous items 

10. Council Representative Update: No report given 

11. Adjournment Time: 5:25 pm 
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A B C D E F G H
PROPOSED 2026 EAC Spending Plan 2026 BUDGET 2026 ACTUALS Outstanding Balance NOTES

REVENUES:

100-162-308-41-00-000-000 Beginning Fund

100 162 347 90 00 Artwalk
Invoices went out 2/19/26 The Clymer Art Gallery 50.00$                     50.00$                                  

Ellensburg Rodeo Hall of Fame 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
Gallery One 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
Gard Vintners 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
Hotel Windrow 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
IOOF 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
Kittitas County Historical Museum 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
NuWave Gallery 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
Pearl Street Books 50.00$                     50.00$                         -$                                      
Rock-n-Roll History Presents 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
Royal Junction 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
The INK 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
The Mule 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
The Palace Gallery 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
Valo Cellars 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
The Fitterer's Blding/Woodin Enterprises 50.00$                     50.00$                                  

-$                                      
-$                                      
-$                                      
-$                                      

TOTAL REVENUE 800.00$                  50.00$                         750.00$                               

EXPENDITURES: 2026 Budget 2026 ACTUALS
100 162 573 20 31 Operating Supplies

Artwalk Annual meeting supplies 100.00$                  100.00$                                
Artwalk Sidewalk Signs 1,500.00$               1,500.00$                            ($1,000.00/signs  $500.00 Printing posters)
Arts Treasure Award Engraving/Art Plaques 100.00$                  100.00$                                
Treasure Award Ceremony Supplies 75.00$                     75.00$                                  
Arts Treasure/Advocate Awards (creation of award) 500.00$                  22.00$                         478.00$                                
Poet Laureate Supplies 1,500.00$               1,500.00$                            

Total Operating Supplies 3,775.00$               3,775.00$                            

100 162 573 20 41 Professional Services
Americans For the Arts membership 50.00$                     50.00$                                  
Inspire Washington Membership 100.00$                  100.00$                                

Total Professional Services 150.00$                  150.00$                               

100 162 573 20 43 Professional Development-Travel
Conferences-Travel

100 162 573 20 49 Professional Development-Misc
100 162-573-20-44-013 Admin Services 13,000.00$                13,000.00$                          
Total Professional Development 13,150.00$             13,150.00$                          

100 162 573 20 44 Advertising 
NPR- for contract year 1,920.00$               1,920.00$                            
ArtWalk Maps/Posters 1,000.00$               1,000.00$                            

Total Advertising 2,920.00$               2,920.00$                            

Ellensburg Creative District
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A B C D E F G H

100-162-558-70-31-558-000 Ellensburg Creative District Supplies 4,000.00$               4,000.00$                            

100-162-558-70-35-558-000 Ellensburg Creative District-Small Tools/Eqpmt -$                                      

100-162-558-70-41-558-000 Ellensburg Creative District-Prof. Services -$                                      

100-162-558-70-42-558-000 Ellensburg Creative District-Communication & Marketing -$                                      

Total Ellensburg Creative District 4,000.00$               4,000.00$                            

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 23,995.00$             23,995.00$                          (UP TO $24,000 FOR OPERATIONS/CREATIVE DIST.)

Grant Dispersement 2026 BUDGET  Balance
100 162 573 20 40 2026 Art Grants  

CWU Sarah Spurgeon Gallery Ferrous Exhibition 2,500.00$           2,500.00$                            
Make Music Ellensburg Strum-Along 2,500.00$           2,500.00$                            
Ellensburg Community Radio GustFest 2,500.00$           2,500.00$                            
Calliope Arts Shakespeare in Unity Park 2,500.00$           2,500.00$                            
LHAF dba Valley Theatre Company Rising Star: Tuck Everlasting 2,500.00$           2,500.00$                            
Central Washington Dance Academy Peter Pan 2,500.00$           2,500.00$                            
Ellensburg Dance Ensemble 2026 Dance Season 2,500.00$           2,500.00$                            
Jane Orleman Totem Restoration 1,000.00$           1,000.00$                            
Discovery Lab of Ellensburg Shrub Steppe The Musical 2,500.00$           2,500.00$                            
Nuwave Gallery UNIFY: The Art of Coming Together 1,000.00$           1,000.00$                            

-$                                      

Total Art Grants 22,000.00$             22,000.00$                          

Capitol/Public Art 2026 BUDGET  Balance
100 162 573 20 40 Capital/Public Art  

 City Permanent Acquisition 2,500.00$               2,500.00$                            
Public Art Plaquards 1,500.00$               1,500.00$                            

Total Capitol/Public Art 4,000.00$               

Total Budget $50,000.00 49,995.00$             

Beginning Fund Balance

100-162-308-31-00-000-000 Restricted Beginning Fund Balance  $          24,207.00 
100-162-308-41-00-000-000 Committed Beginning Fund Balance  $            4,353.00 
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2026 EVENTS
FOR 

KITTITAS
COUNTY

Kittitas County Day of ServiceApril 18, 2026
Join the Ellensburg, Cle Elum, or Roslyn Downtown
Associations for Downtown Clean Up Day: April 18, 2026

June 14, 2026 Flag Day in Kittitas County

July 4, 2026 Independence Day Celebrations
Pioneer Days Parade in Cle Elum 8:00am-12:00pm
Community Picnic at Unity Park  2:00-6:00pm
Pioneer Days Fireworks Show in Cle Elum  7:00-10:15pm

August 8, 2026 Kittitas County Museum Day
Discover and celebrate America’s cultural history through
the many museums in Kittitas County.

September 17, 2026 Civic Engagement in Kittitas County
Community forum led by Kittitas County Commissioner,
Brett Wachsmith and Auditor, Bryan Elliot  
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FREE ENTRY

An evening of art-
inspired poetry
& PASSING OF THE
LAUREL CEREMONY

SATURDAY, APRIL 18TH
5:00 - 6:30 pm

Emerging
Ekphrastic 
Expressions

Gallery one
408 N. Pearl Street

Join us as we honor the City of Ellensburg’s inaugural Poet
Laureate, Marie Marchand, in the time-honored tradition of the
Passing of the Laurel and welcome the 2026-2028 Poet Laureate,
Sarita Dasgupta. 

10 emerging artists

10 emerging poets

Share in the inspiration of 
artistic collaboration
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