
 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission Agenda 

5:30 pm Wednesday, July 14, 2021 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81377803950 
 
Meeting ID: 813 7780 3950 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Introduction of New Commission Member, Ali Brown  

III. Approval of May 12, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

IV. Citizen Comment on Non-Agenda Items  

V. New Business 

a. Update of the 6 Year Capital Improvement Plan 

VI. Old Business 

a. Project Updates 

i. Downtown Park 

ii. Tennis Court Discussion 

iii. Reed Park Master Plan 

iv. Community Center 

v. Summer Programming 

vi. Rugby Update 

vii. Park Partnership Program 

 

VII. Items for August 11, 2021 Commission Meeting 

VIII. Commission Member Reports / Other Business 

IX. Staff Reports 

X. Adjournment 

 
Guidelines for Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items and Public Comments: 

 

Purpose:  Allow the public to address the Parks & Recreation Commission on subjects that are not on the regular Agenda at this particular meeting. 

Comments must concern the City’s business or a matter over which the committee has control. 

 

Procedure for Public Participation: 

• When recognized, please state your name, and the subject to be discussed. 

• Three-minute time limit for citizen comment on non-agenda items (without interruption).  Commission will not act on issue.  Five-minute time 

limit for the introduction of new business items, unless extended by a by a majority of Commission members present. 

• Submit written comments to Staff representative. 

• Speakers are cautioned not to make comments of a personal, impertinent or derogatory nature. 

• The Parks & Recreation Commission does not take action at the meeting at which a subject is first introduced during the public comment 

period. You may wish to concisely state your concern and request placement of your matter on a future agenda. 

 

Questions regarding the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission may be directed to the City of Ellensburg Parks & 

Recreation Department at (509) 925-8639. 
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Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission 

Meeting Minutes – May 12, 2021 

 

DATE OF MEETING:  May 12, 2021  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Laci Harrison, Dan Witkowski, Shari Smith, Fiona Corner 

OTHERS PRESENT: One member of the public, Council Liaison Engle, Parks & 

Recreation Director Case 

LOCATION: Meeting was held via Zoom 

 

CALL TO ORDER – Commission Chair Harrison called the meeting to order at 5:30pm. 

 

MEETING MINUTES - The meeting minutes from the March 10, 2021 meeting were approved as 

written. All in favor.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Request from Elllensburg Youth Rugby Program– Bob Ford, Ellensburg Youth Rugby 

Program, provided the commission with a report on the success of the inaugural youth rugby 

program which consisted of over 100 kids ages 12-18.  Mr. Ford requested support to continue 

with the development of rugby field at West Ellensburg Park by removing the existing baseball 

backstop fencing, dugouts, and turfing the infield dirt areas at the West Ellensburg Park baseball 

field.  Follow up phases could include reconfiguring parking and new 

bathroom/concession/storage building.  Repurposing existing park space into a higher better use 

was identified as a community priority in the park comprehensive plan update. 

 

As previously mentioned, for the last five years all formal baseball activities have shifted to the 

two full sized baseball fields at Rotary Park, which are located immediately adjacent to West 

Ellensburg Park.  Repurposing existing park space at West Ellensburg Park into a higher better 

use was identified as a community priority in the park comprehensive plan update. Staff will 

perform additional public outreach about the conversions of the baseball field into a multi-use 

space. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to support removing the existing baseball backstop fencing, 

dugouts, and turfing the infield dirt areas if feedback from the public is supports the 

recommendation.  All in favor. 

 

Project Updates 

• Downtown Park – The City received permission to demo the drive thru bank structure.  

This work will take place sometime after June 15th in order to avoid impacts to the 

downtown while CWU is still in session.  Next steps from a planning prospective is to hire 

a landscape architect to complete the master planning process.  Upon completion of the 

plan staff will be able to move forward with identifying funding sources.  

 

A recommendation was made to make sure in the outreach effort to engage law 

enforcement on the impact the bank building, if left, would have on policing efforts.  

Another request was vetting the fiscal impact of building a new restroom versus 

renovating the existing space into public restrooms, storage and possible box office/ticket 

window.  The cost to build new may be less than renovating existing and It’s important 

that the community understand that if this is the decision the City makes moving forward. 
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• Park Comprehensive Plan Update – City staff will be looking at the feasibility of 

updating the park plan in house without the assistance of consultant.  Many of the items 

identified in the current park plan are still true and staff believes the new plan can be built 

large upon the existing plan. 

 

• Community Center – staff has been contacted by members of the public who are putting 

together an organized effort to develop an indoor recreation space at Rotary Park 

patterned after a field house design.  This idea is differs from a community recreation 

center in that it solely provides space for athletic courts, athletic activities, and indoor field 

space. 

 

• COVID & Recreation Programming and Facility Operations – staff is putting together 

plans for summer recreation programming based on the most recent information from the 

Governors office, these plans include: 

 

o Stan Bassett Youth Center – summer camp/drop in program with local walk field 

trips planned. This program would be free to the community. 

o Kittitas Valley Memorial Pool & Fitness Center – implementing recreation swims 

back into the schedule, expanding the swim lesson program 

o Adult Activity Center – The Center is reopening the week of May 17th with 

minimally programming; no drop-in hours are planned, all participants must 

preregister for activities 

o Recreation Programming – events that are being planned include ‘Great 

American Campout’, expanded concerts in the park summer series, drive in 

movies, and the Gladiator Dash 

COMMISSION MEMBER REPORTS 

Commissioner Witkowski asked about some work that was done along the Irene Rinehart 

Riverfront Park levy, specifically why there was large rubber mats entangled in some of the root 

wads and the unevenness of the ground in that area as a result of the work that was performed. 

 

STAFF REPORT – 1.  Heidi Behrends Cerniwey, the new Ellensburg City Manager, will begin 

work Monday, May 17, 2021.  2.  The summer operating status of the Ellensburg Racquet & 

Recreation Center is being reviewed.  Hours will be contingent on community access to local 

tennis courts.  The plan is to have the center open a few hours a week to accommodate 

racquetball play since there are no other racquetball options in the community. 3.  At North Alder 

Street Park a bench was removed from the park but later recovered from the adjacent apartment 

complexes.  Some turf at North Alder Street Park was damaged as a result of snow mold, 

hopefully the turf in time will recover. 4. To date McElroy Park has not been impacted by local 

flooding. 5.  Two weeks ago staff participated virtually in the Washington Recreation and Park 

Association annual conference.   Staff discussed a session on industry trends which included 

composting methods never seen before.  6. Ellensburg City Council officially named the 

downtown park ‘Unity Park’.  Council liaison Engle complimented Commission Chair Harrison on 

her participation in the Council meeting and that her input was heavily weighted in their decision-

making process. 

 

  ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 6:55pm.  
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2021-2026 Parks & Recreation Capital Improvement Schedule and Cost Summary

Project Description 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

1 Rotary Pavilion Property Development $500,000.00

2 North Alder Street Park Sprayground $250,000

3 IRRP Playground 200,000.00$       

4 New Senior/Recreation Center $15,000,000.00

5 McElroy Park Improvements $30,000.00

6 Kiwanis Park Skatepark  Improvements $545,000.00

7 Rotary Park and Trail Development $500,000 5,000,000.00$      

8 New Park Acquisition $200,000.00

9 Mt. View Park Multi Purpose Court Improvements $40,000.00

10 Mt. View Park Tennis Court Development (6) $410,000

11 PTCSTP Reconnection $825,000.00 $75,000.00 $200,000.00 $500,000.00 $300,000.00

12 Yakima River Trail $750,000.00

13 ERRC Improvements $75,000.00 $425,000.00

14 Irene Rinehart Park Improvements $1,827,000.00

15 Skatepark Improvements $150,000.00

16 Kleinberg Park Improvements $17,000.00

17 Mt. View Park Improvements $188,300

18 Paul Rogers Park Improvements $118,000.00

19 Reed Park Improvements $167,000.00

20 South Main Entry Park Improvements $20,000

21 Veterans Memorial Park Improvements $401,000.00

22 West Ellensburg Park Improvements $432,600.00

23 Wipple Park Improvements $105,700

24 Off Leash Park Phase II $10,000.00

TOTALS 1,250,000.00$       $993,000.00 $1,435,000.00 $15,955,700.00 $1,867,600.00 $7,760,300.00
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